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boats stop ever}' night, and the passengers lie on shore. But
you must furnish yourself with provisions at Busserah for the
whole time. However, it will be proper before you leave
Busserah to enquire when a caravan will be ready to depart
for Aleppo; as it will be more convenient to wait for it at
Busserah than Bagdad. There is [are] settled rules for the pay-
ment of Customs at Busserah, for which you are to take a sealed
receipt, for this will make them easier at Aleppo. The best
lodging at Bagdad is with the Padre. And when you set out
from thence, it will be necessary to lay in upwards of twenty
days' provision to serve you on your passage over the desart,
for there is nothing to be had by the way. A camel's load of
water will be sufficient for one master and twro servants, and
you will pay about thirty rupees for each camel. Water must
be procured at the charge of the traveller. The charge of
horse-hire from Bagdad to Aleppo will be about sixty rupees
each horse, but the traveller finds his own furniture. An
Armenian or Georgian servant is necessary for a guidelin or
gentleman usher; to whom you must pay about sixty rupees.
One rupee is five mamoodies, and four mamoodies and a half
is one zelot. One Venetian1 is twenty one mamoodies and a
half. Zelotas2 are the best money to receive at Busserah; as the
change for gold is at four and a half per cent, advance. Gold
in specie is better than Venetians, and is often to be bought
at Busserah. Respondentia are at 20 to 25 per cent, by the
caravan from Bagdad to Aleppo. But bills from Aleppo loose
by their exchange to England; to Marseilles or Venice they
are upon a par. Silk is the best commodity that can be
carried from Aleppo for France or Italy.
1 The Venetian ducat or sequin.
* Arabic zalata, a Turkish silver coin.